Hyperthyroidism



Is my pet at risk?

· 
What is Hyperthyroidism?





Hyperthyroidism is when there is an increase in thyroid hormone production.  This increase in thyroid hormone leads to a sustained increased in metabolism.  


Hyperthyroidism is the most common endocrine disease in cats.


.





What are the clinical signs associated with Hyperthyroidism?





Although hyperthyroidism can affect any cat, it is commonly diagnosed in cats that are 7 years or older.


Common clinical signs of hyperthyroidism are weight loss despite increased appetite, hyperactivity, increased vocalization, vomiting, diarrhea, increased heart rate, increased thirst and urination, and poor hair coat.





Can I help?





If you notice any of the clinical signs stated above contact our office. 


A simple blood test can be performed to diagnose hyperthyroidism and determine if your pet should be treated for hyperthyroidism.


A yearly physical exam by your veterinarian can help detect the early clinical signs of thyroid disease 








My pet has Hyperthyroidism.  What are my treatment options?





Oral medications - These medications are convenient, inexpensive and effective.  However, they require repeated blood chemistry profiles, complete blood counts, and thyroid level screening to monitor your pet’s overall health.


Radioactive Iodine Therapy - This treatment is safe and effective.  It offers cats a more permanent cure.  This treatment can be very expensive and require special care at a referral facility.  


Diet – Hill’s Science Diet Y/D





Information provided by:  Oceana Veterinary Clinic ● 5778 South Oceana Drive ● New Era, MI 49446 ● (231) 861-8196


www.oceanavetclinic.com








