Recommended Care
for Your Puppy

Annual Physical Exam:

A physical exam is an important part of your puppy’s wellness. The doctor will examine your puppy from head to toe to make sure your dog is healthy, including listening to the heart and lungs. Having a physical exam done at least once annually can catch any abnormalities early and help your dog live a long and healthy life. Bringing your dog in annually can help us know what is normal for your dog, to have a baseline for if they are ever sick, as well as being able to track any changes that occur over time. While a year may seem to go by quickly to us, it equals about 5-7 years to our pets, meaning that many changes can occur over that time.
Vaccines:

Just as in babies and children, vaccines for your puppy are important.  Vaccines are designed to boost your dog’s immune system therefore preparing them to fight future infections from disease-causing agents.  There are many types of vaccines for dogs.  For all dogs we recommend a series of “core” vaccines.  These vaccines include:

DHLPP (distemper-parvo)
This vaccine protects your dog from Distemper, Hepatitis, Leptospirosis, Parainfluenza, and Parvovirus. These diseases can greatly affect your dog’s health and can sometimes result in death.  The best prevention is proper vaccination.  It is recommended to start this vaccine at 6-8 weeks of age and continue boosters every 3-4 weeks until your puppy is 16 weeks of age.  After the initial vaccine series your dog should receive a booster vaccine once a year.
Rabies
The rabies vaccine is not only considered a core vaccine but is required by law in the state of Michigan.  Rabies is a deadly virus that is secreted in saliva and usually transmitted through animal bites.  Your puppy would receive the rabies vaccine at 16 weeks of age and then a booster 1 year later.  In the state of Michigan after the initial series, this vaccine will be required every 3 years.

Lyme
The Lyme vaccine will protect your dog from Lyme disease which is spread by deer ticks and can cause joint swelling and pain as well as problems with the kidneys.  Lyme disease is prevalent in West Michigan. The Lyme vaccine can be started at 9 weeks and will need a booster in 3-4 weeks and then will need a booster once a year.  The Lyme vaccine is recommended for all puppies, due to the prevalence in our area. 

Bordetella 
The Bordetella vaccine will protect against severe upper respiratory infection commonly called kennel cough.  This vaccine is recommended for dogs going to grooming facilities, boarding kennels, doggy day care, and other similar places where there are multiple dogs and increased risk for contact with the kennel cough respiratory infection.  The Bordetella vaccine is given once annually. 

Heartworm:

Heartworm is a blood parasite that can be fatal.  Heartworms are transmitted from one pet to another by mosquitoes.  Luckily, heartworm disease is almost 100% preventable.  There are many monthly preventatives available to protect your dog.  As a young puppy we start immediately with prevention and then perform a heartworm test at the age of 8 months.  This is a simple blood test that will check for any active heartworm infection your puppy may have been exposed to.  After your puppy’s initial heartworm test an annual test is necessary to ensure your pet is receiving proper protection from the heartworm preventative.  You need to give your dog prevention year round, as heartworm preventatives also protects against common gastro-intestinal parasites.  Discuss with your veterinarian which heartworm preventative is best for your puppy.
Deworming:

Commonly puppies will become infected with intestinal parasites from their mother’s milk.  There are several different intestinal parasites that your puppy could be exposed to.   It is important to have a stool sample checked at each puppy visit.  This is the best method to determine what parasites your puppy may have.  This will also help your veterinarian determine the best deworming medication(s) to prescribe for your puppy.  Even if the puppy’s stool sample does not show evidence of parasites, the Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommends frequent deworming of puppies.  This is because some intestinal parasites are considered zoonotic, which means humans can become infected with them.
Microchipping:
A microchip is a permanent form of identification for your puppy.  Placing a microchip is quick and easy.  They are placed under the skin in the scruff of the neck.  The microchip is about the size of a grain of rice and is placed with a needle, like a vaccine injection.  We strongly recommend microchipping because if your pet is lost or stolen, a microchip may help him find his way home.  Microchips stay with the dog, even when tags and collars fall off.  Most animal control facilities, veterinary offices, and humane societies routinely scan stray pets to look for microchips.
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